
Explore our new and improved American Indian 

web pages!  A team of National Archives staff from 

across the country has created well-organized web 

pages to help researchers understand and utilize the 

wealth of Federal records relating to American 

Indians. These Federal documents, produced 

through government administration and 

interactions with American Indians over many 
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decades, cover a wide variety of topics and time 

periods, ranging from births and deaths to 

allotments and heirship to land and property.  Take 

a guided tour through these new resource pages on 

archives.gov, led by a member of the creating 

team. Visit the American Indian portion of the 

website at: www.archives.gov/research/native-

americans/index.html. 



Jessica Hopkins, a graduate in History and Education from William Jewell 

College, has been with the National Archives at Kansas City since 2007.  As 

an Archives Specialist, her roles include: providing reference services to 

genealogists, historians, and scholars; and co-coordinating the National 

Archives at Kansas City genealogy program. 

 

In her spare time she enjoys traveling, cooking, and training for triathlons. 

Her list of top travel destinations continues to grow.  Jessica lived in Wichita, 

Kansas, before moving to Kansas City, Missouri. 
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National Archives 

at Kansas City 

  Session 4                                                                                                                                                                                                Slide 2 of 44 



• Identify possible resources and records 

• Understand what you may find 

• Know how and who to contact for 

additional information 

• Navigate resource pages 

Course Objectives 
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Project Background 

• Team of National Archives staff 

from across the country 

 

• Multi-year project 

 

• Developed collaborative innovative 

methods to write content and 

design pages 
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Project Goals 

• Short term goals 

– Create, write, and improve pages specifically related to 

researching an individual or family member 

– Highlight multiple records and record types that may be 

useful in research 

 

• Long term goals 

– Create, write, and improve pages specifically related to 

American Indian tribes, bands, or communities as well as 

treaties and geography 

– Tackle more complex topics in American Indian Research 

 

• Overarching goals 

– Provide easier access to records related to American Indians 
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Challenges 
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Misconceptions 

• Availability of name index for individuals or 

employees 

 

• Everything is available online, in one 

location 
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http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/index.html 
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5 Main Portals 

• Census Records 

• Bureau of Indian 

Affairs (BIA) Records 

• School Records 

• Employment Records 

• Military Service 

Records 
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Indian Census Rolls Federal Population Census 
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• Financial and 

Property Allotment  

 

• Land Allotment 
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Five Civilized Tribes: Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, 

Creek, and Seminole Tribes in Oklahoma  
Dawes Records  
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Dawes Records: Census Cards (Enrollment Cards) 
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• Enlisted Indian Scouts 

• Indian Companies 

• Hired Indian Scouts 

• Code Talkers 
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Submitting a Request 

• Include: 

– Name 

– Contact information (phone and email address)  

– Reference from the Online Catalog  

• Be clear, be concise. 

• Copy charges are assessed for reproductions 

• Allow adequate time for staff to research and respond 

• Note, some requests may need to be submitted in 

writing 
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Resource Pages  

• Selected National Archives Record Groups Related to American 

Indians: http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/record-

groups.html 

 

• Tips for Successful Searches, Navigating Record Group 75 and Online 

Catalog: http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips.html 

 

• Tips and Tools for K-12 Teachers and Students: 

http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips-for-k-12.html 

 

• Tips and Tools for Undergraduate, Graduate, and Postgraduate 

Researchers: http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/tips-

for-students.html 
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Questions 

• Ask using the Twitter tag: 

#genfair2014 

 

• Email questions and comments about 

the web site: webprogram@nara.gov. 

 

• Email questions about American 

Indians to: inquire@nara.gov. 
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Presenter didn’t 

get to your question? 

You may email us at 

inquire@nara.gov 
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