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Finding the Correct Ancestor:

Civil War Soldiers and Homesteads
Jean Nudd

This session highlights a frequent occurrence in genealogy
research; multiple people with the same name, living in the
same area. Using an example of a Michigan homesteader,

who fought in the Civil War, this lecture outlines a process
for identifying individuals in order to determine the correct

ancestor.
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Jean Nudd is an archivist with the National Archives and

Records Administration, working for Research Services
where she does on-line catalog work, creates on-line
databases and helps regional facilities with other duties.
Prior to this, Jean worked for 3 years at the Boston office

and she ran the microfilm reading room at the Pittsfield

Jean Nudd
Archivist facility of the National Archives for 17 years helping
National Archives genealogists. She started her archival career at the Arizona
at Boston

State Archives. Jean earned her Bachelors degree in
history from Plymouth State College in Plymouth, New
Hampshire and her Masters from Arizona State University
in local history societies.
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1862 Homestead Act

* Priority to Civil War veterans
* Anyone could get 160 acres land

* Veterans could get additional land, up to
another 160 acres
» Specific requirements to homestead
— Live on land for 5 years
— Make improvements to land
— Prove improvements made
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M25, Bureau of Land Management

* Correspondence files

» Last 3 rolls document Civil War veterans
additional homestead requests

e Pittsfield volunteers indexed these rolls

» Useful to genealogists?
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Charles Rockwell

* Two letters in M25 concerning Charles
Rockwell’s request for additional land in
Michigan

» Charles Rockwell is a pretty common

name — in the 1870 Michigan census there
are 11 Charles Rockwells listed

 Let's look at the census first to see what
we can discover about Charles Rockwell
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1cestryLibrary.com - 1870 United States Federal Census

Search Results Provided By

Apcestn

~'The No. 1 Source for Family History

Data Source: 1870 United States Federal Census

View
Record

View

Record

View
Record

View
Record

View

Record
View
Record
View

Record

View
Record
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Name

Charles Rockwell

Charles Rockwell

Charles Rockwell

Chas E Rockwell

Charles Rockwell

Charles Rockwell

Charles Rockwell

Charles A

Rockwell

Charles Rockwell

Chas Rockwell

Charles Rockwell

Home in 1870
(City, County, State)

Ganges, Allegan, MI

Battle Creek Ward 2,
Calhoun, MI

Olive, Clinton, MI

Thetford, Genesee, MI

Bear Lake, Manistee,
MI

Crystal, Montcalm, MI

Bloomfield, Oakland,
MI

Springfield, Oakland,

MI
Chester, Ottawa, MI

Lawrence, Van Buren,

MI

Dexter, Washtenaw, MI

T

Rage 1«

Saturday, August 04, 2007 9:28:32 AM

Estimated Birthplace

birth year

abt 1823 Ohio

abt 1814 New York
abt 1861 Michigan
abt 1840 New York
abt 1835 Connecticut
abt 1811 Pennsylvania
abt 1862 Michigan
abt 1848 Michigan
abt 1823 New York
abt 1830 New York
abt 1851 New York

Race Gender

White

White

White

White

White

White

White

White

White

White

White

Male

Male

Male

Male

Male

Male

Male

Male

Male

Male

Male

View
Image

Lo
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1870 Charles Rockwells

e Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1823 in Ohio

* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1814 in New York

* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1861 in Michigan
 Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1840 in New York

* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1835 in Connecticut
* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1811 in Pennsylvania
* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1862 in Michigan

* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1848 in Michigan

* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1823 in New York

* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1830 in New York

* Charles Rockwell, b. abt. 1851 in New York
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Who can we eliminate?

* Age Immediately lets us eliminate 5 of
them:

— Char
— Char
— Char
— Char
— Char

Session 8

€S
€S
€S
€S
€S

porn 1861 in Mic
porn 1862 in Mic
porn 1848 in Mic

nigan
nigan

nigan

porn 1851 in New York

oorn in 1811 in Pennsylvania
probably too old
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What else can we do?

 Fairly common problem in genealogical
research — how do we know which person
IS our ancestor when we are searching for

common names

* What techniques and records can we use
to sort out the remaining 7 Charles
Rockwells?
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Steps in Finding The Correct
Ancestor

« Determine where your ancestor lived so
you can check records for that area;
determine if (s)he had siblings, children,
war service — anything that makes him/her
stand out from the crowd

* Use every type of record you can think of
— vital records, census, newspapers, city
directories, genealogies, tax lists — even if
they don’t contain personal information
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Steps, cont.

 If more than one person by that name lived in
the same place, find person-specific records to
find information on each person with that name
so you can tell them apart — vital records,
pension files, deeds, probate, occupational,
voting lists, tax rolls

* Use collateral lines to help you set your ancestor
apart from others with the same name

« Collect as much information on that name Iin that
place as you can — be exhaustive in your search
examining every type of record, even those that
might not have ages or family information
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Steps, cont.

* Record complete information from each
record source — exact dates, any
relationships either implied or specific,
witnesses, neighbors, signatures, land
descriptions or locations, etc.

« Understand the records you collect;
evaluate records you find and assemble
the information into a useable framework —
Don’t just collect information but analyze it
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Steps, cont.

« Try putting the facts you collect into graph form
or a timeline arranged by given name, then
location, religion, neighbors, or any other
variables that can help sort out information

« Refocus your research as you assemble the
facts found in records — don’t just collect records
and facts but use the pieces you collect to ask
guestions to take you to the next step in your
research
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So Where to Start with Charles
Rockwell?

 \WWe know our Charles Rockwell had to be
a Civil War soldier

 We don’'t know where he was born, what
state he might have served from, etc.

« What records can we check to find this
Information out?
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Records to look at

« Since he’s a Civil War soldier, let's look at
www.itd.nps.gov/cwss to see what Charles
Rockwells are listed as serving in the Civil War

* Let’s check the pension index for the Civil War to
see If we can find Charles Rockwells living in
Michigan who received pensions for their service

+ Let’s see if there are any Charles Rockwells in
Michigan who received Civil War service
gravestones
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http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss

www.itd.nps.gov/cwss

« Easy to search

 \WWe know our Charles Rockwell had to be

a Union soldier since he filed for a home-
stead

* |t also includes brief regimental histories
SO we can see where It was founded and
what action it saw
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Civil War Soldiers and Sailor System Page | of 1

,AILORS SYSTEM

Saldiers
= Sallors
2 Regiments
@, Cémeteries
7y n\m ties
o Prisoners
& Medals of Honor
~ National Parks

SLACK MINTONGSSS

S BN A RESE A RCHER SO0 LBOX T OURPARTHERS 1 B3

Visit the new NPS website
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Page 1 of | Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System Search Form

SEARCH BY SOLDIER NAME

For help with the form, click on the question mark buttons.

Last Name First Name

................. i

Union Or Confederate State (Or QOrigin)

ﬁ'; [ﬂ 2

Unit No. (Or Ordinal) Function
______ Simiamat. - 1d
S Soldier Name Totals ﬂl
Reset Query 8.3 million
To view status of soldier
8/4/2007 http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/Personz_Searchl.cfm
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Charles Rockwells

CR - 140" Ohio Infantry
CR — 15" NY Engineers
CR — 49t PA Infantry
CR — 70t IL Infantry

CR — 56" IL Mechanics
CR - 40" NJ Infantry
CR - 8" MA Infantry

CR - 49" MA Infantry
CR — 149" PA Infantry

CR - 5" PA Reserve Inf.

CR — 123 US Colored
INf.

Session 8

CR - 137" NY Infantry
CR — 102" NY Infantry
CR — 119" IL Infantry
CR — 17t PA Cavalry
CR — 128™" OH Infantry
CR - 13" PA Cavalry
CR = 5" CT Infantry
CR - 92" NY Infantry
CR - 28" WI Infantry
CR - 46" IL Infantry
CR - 49" MA Infantry
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From www.clIvilwararchives.com

15th Regiment Engineers

Organized at Washington, D.C.. October 25, 1861, from 15th Regiment New
York Infantry. Attached to Engineer Brigade, Army of the Potomac.

SERVICE.--Duty at Washington and Alexandria until March, 1862. Moved to
the Virginia Peninsula March. Siege of Yorktown April 5-May 4. Advance up
the Peninsula and constructing bridges on the Chickahominy River May.
Seven days before Richmond June 25-July 1. Seven Pines June 27. White
Oak Swamp and Charles City Cross Roads June 30. Malvern Hill July 1. At
Harrison's Landing until August 16. Moved Washington, D.C., August 16-22.
Maryland Campaign September-October. Rappahannock Campaign
November, 1862, to June, 1863. Battle of Fredericksburg, Va., December 12-
15. "Mud March" January 20-24, 1863. Chancellorsville Campaign April 27-
May 6. Operations about Franklin's Crossing April 29-May 2. Maryes
Heights, Fredericksburg, May 3. Salem Heights May 3-4. Banks' Ford May 4.
Deep Run Ravine June 5-13. Mustered out June 25, 1863. Three years men
consolidated to a Battalion of three Companies, "A,” "B" and "C."” Company
D" assigned December 9, 1863; Company "E" assigned March, 1864, and
other seven Companies November, 1864. Gettysburg (Pa.) Campaign June-
July, 1863. Battle of Gettysburg July 1-3. Bristoe Campaign October 9-22.
Advance to line of the Rappahannock November 7-8. Mine Run Campaign
November 26-December 2. Rapidan Campaign May-June, 1864. Battles of
the Wilderness May 5-7; Spottsylvania Court House May 8-21; North Anna
River May 23-26. On line of the Pamunkey May 26-28. Totopotomoy May 28-
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T288, Pension Index

* Three Charles Rockwells in the pension
rolls
— Charles Rockwell, widow Mary A., served F

15" NY Engineers, pensioned 1882 in
Michigan, widow pensioned 1890

— Charles Rockwell, widow Lucretia |., served B
56" [L Mechanics, pensioned 1892 in
Michigan, widow pensioned 1911

— Charles Rockwell, no widow listed, served C
20" US Infantry, pensioned 1903 in Michigan
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M1845, Civil War Headstones

* Only one Charles Rockwell listed in this
publication —

— Charles Rockwell, pvt., Co. F, 15" Regiment,
NY Engineers, buried cemetery at Ravenna,
Michigan, died May 6, 1886
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Which Charles Rockwell?

« We
« We
« We
« We

nave 7 in the 1870 Census in Michigan
nave 22 who served in the Civil War
nave 3 who received pensions in Michigan

nave 1 who received a Civil War headstone

« Where should we go next? Maybe Civil War

nension files will give us more information about
these Charles Rockwells — need to order from
DC so what can we do in the meantime?

* Let's number the CRs we found in the pension
Index 1, 2 and 3 and see what we can find out
about each of them.

Session 8
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Charles Rockwell #1

* The first one we find in the pension index Is
Charles Rockwell, widow Mary A., who served in
the F15th New York Engineers and died around
1890 since that's when his widow was
pensioned

 The Charles Rockwell who had a headstone
served in the F15th NY Engineers and is buried
In Ravenna, died May 6, 1886

* |s he on the census?
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Charles Rockwell #1

* Onthe 1890 Census of Union veterans and widows, Mary A. listed
as widow of Charles in Chester, enlisted Sept. 5, 1864 discharged
June 13, 1865, rank private, regiment 15" NY Englneers

« Same Charles appears on the 1880 census in Chester, wife Mary A.
and son James along with a Phillip O. Averill, Charles’ occupatlon IS
shoemaker

* Charles Rockwell on the 1870 Michigan census born in New York in
1823, post office is Ravenna, living in Chester, Ottawa County, wife
Mary A.

» 1860 census in New York, in Camillus, Onondaga Co., he's a
farmer, living with wife Mary A. and children Granville, Theresa, and
James but also Ebenezer (age 76) and Ann (age 70) Cates! In-laws
perhaps?

« 1850 census also in Camillus, Onondaga Co., New York, again
listed with wife Mary A and Ebenezer Cates, 66 and Anna Cates 64.
Charles listed as a shoemaker, Ebenezer as a farmer
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What else can we check for this
Charles Rockwell?

* The first things that come to my mind are
the New York state census and the 1850
and 1860 agricultural census as well as
his pension file

* Turns out the New York State Archives
has more on Civil War soldiers that might
prove helpful!
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New York State Census

« 1855 NY State Census lists Charles Rockwell, age 32,
laborer, born Onondaga, married, nothing under years
lived in this city/town, farmer, native voter, owns land

« With him in the household are his wife, Mary A., age 28,
born Onondaga, resided in Camillus 9 years; children
Grenville age 6, Theresey M. age 4, Emily age 2 and
James 2/12

 Ebenezer Cates age 72, relationship father, born Maine,
married, resided in Camillus 9 years, no occupation,
native voter, owns land and his wife Anna age 66 as well
as a nephew Ebenezer Conway, age 12, lived in
Camillus 9 years, born Onondaga
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1860 U.S. Agricultural Census

* The 1850 listing is a good example of mix-ups
that can occur in census records — It lists Eber
Rockwell rather than Charles Rockwell or
Ebenezer Cates!

« 1860 lists C. Rockwell in Camillus, owns 50
acres, 44 improved, cash value of land $2500, 2
horses, 3 milch cows, other cattle 3, sheep 4,
swine 4, value of livestock $405, grew 65
bushels of wheat, 50 bushels of corn, 100
bushels of oats, 1000 pounds of tobacco,
various vegetables like peas and potatoes, 400
pounds of butter and 20 pounds of honey
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New York State Archives

* Perhaps the most interesting items found
concerning this Charles Rockwell were at
the NYSA —

— Complete Record . . . composing the guotas
of the troops furnished to the U.S. from each
town in New York

— Adjutant General’s Office, compiled muster
roll abstracts of Civil War soldiers
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Adjutant General’s records

« Arranged by county, then town and then
alphabetically by surname of soldier

* Listing for Charles Rockwell in Camillus,
Onondaga Co., tells us that he was age 44
when he enlisted Sept. 5, 1864 from
Camillus, discharged June 13, 1865 at Ft.
Berry, Virginia, born in Geddes, NY, had
grey eyes, brown hair, light complexion,
and was 5107 tall.
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13775-83 mnmumdu-mumwm
Sharpshostery, and Unlied Stntes Cadored Trosps, [ca. 1861-1900)
264 cuble foet, 537 volumes.

Amsgemest:  Numeric by regiment, thea alphabetica by lst same.
Findiagaids: Vool
Eadeen: An iphsbetical e index s svaiable which s regiment umber(s).

Series 13775 consists of abstracts compiled from original muster rolls of New York
Stat units that fought i the Civil War. The shetracts provide iformation on the history and
eagagemests of the units and oa the eafistment and military service of individual members.
The accretion being filmed bere, 13775-83, cousists of 337 velumes of abstracts that
include information om the 85tk through the 194th Infantry and other regiments.
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Complete Record of Troops

 Microfilmed for each town

* Under Camillus, we find Charles Rockwell, born
April 10, 1821 in Onondagas Co., private in the
15t Cavalry, enlisted Sept. 15, 1864, mustered
In Sept. 19, town paid a bounty of $150 while the
county paid a bounty of $1000, town didn’t pay
the family any relief for his service, listed as
married, also gives parents names — father
Elkany, a laborer and Ann Barder mother. Last
column of remarks lists Charles as still living In
Camillus when the register was completed.
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MPLETE RECORD,

A8 REQUIRED BY CHAPTER 690, OF THE LAWS OF 1865,

RELATING TO

¥DFFICERS, SOLDIERS AND SEAMEN,

COMPOSING THE QUOTAS OF THE TROOPS FURNISHED

TO THE

U'NIITHID STATES,

BY THE

ST ATH (OOK N KW YORK
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Charles Rockwell #1

« S0 what have we learned about CR#17?

Session 8

Born in Geddes, Onondaga Co., NY

Born April 10, 1821

5’107 tall, light complexion, grey eyes, brown eyes
Married Mary Ann Cates

Parents Elkany & Ann Barder

Father born CT, mother born NY

Had 4 children, 1 died young

Served in the 15" NY Engineers, Co. F

Enlisted Sept, 5, 1864 in NY

Discharged June 13, 1865, Ft. Barry, VA
Modestly successful farmer & part-time shoemaker

Moved to Michigan in 1866, settled in Ravenna, Chester, Ottawa Co.

Died May 6, 1886
Received a Civil War gravestone
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Charles Rockwell #1 pension

 We've learned a great deal about this Charles
Rockwell but nothing that tells us if he was the
homesteader! Let’s look at his pension file.

* To get a Civil War pension, the veteran had to
be injured during the war — CR #1 suffered from
rheumatism on the left side, and his pension
gives us a pretty detailed account of how the
Injury happened near Ft. Marion
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Charles #1 pension, cont.

* Mary as his widow also allowed a pension
but had to prove she was his widow —

* Number of affidavits in the file to prove this

» Several of these affidavits contain
iInformation not only on their life in
Michigan but also their life iIn Onondaga
Co.
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Declaration foer Widew’® s Pensiom.
(Act of June 27, 1890.)
To be executed before a Clerk of a Court of Record or a Notary Public or Justice of the Peace having a Seal.

State of .~ ARl et geoe—e ., Gounty of P RO 7 et M . BH.
< // - : . — -
On this é:‘c(/(?/é/”WZ%/ .................... day Oficu:-: ,/¢7._,,_ .................................................. , X. D. one thousand eight
hundred and ninety ...... iy Personally appeared before mea, ... ( - &7@ 2
in and for the aforesaid County, duly authorized to administer SathEgi e st O e o0 S e S e

S i a e

aged i‘/(‘?/? :

o B £ i
State of ;%G( ,,,,,,,,, 2 oene IR s s , who being duly sworn according to law, declares that she is
the widow of.. .. /ééa’i e @W ,,,,, PR e ,who, enlisted under the name
e ' o
ol e e &Cé*é/ .'...v...:é"fé/’-"/{//f“ T B e S L o el o e i A MR T e /’/%r?//é, on the
s day 'of Sl SN S s &

there being no legal barrier to said marriage :
(If there was a former marriagoe of cln.vlma.nt or her husband, sta‘.t_e it hore and how dissolved.)

That she has not remarried since the death of the said. ... /é ...... <

This Blank i3 for the exclusive use of CAPTAIN PATRICK O'FARRELL'S Clients.

That she is without other means of'_support;'thun her _daily l_nbor. t
children of the soldier now living under sixteen years of agée are as follows:

.............................................. D OPR s e e el & e e L S SR Gl s 7 2T Saee e SR e oo i 1SS
.................................... DO it iie it 35 SRR T 0w e L S e I S e A T S e T8
e e s SR sborml i e tee e RIS R R e s Sk e SADOrInG =S S s e sl S
She has heretofore applied for pension, the number of her formeér application is...........................

(Be careful to. 1111 this part of the blank correctly.
That she makes this declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension roll of the U. S. under the
brovisions of the Act of Jine 27, 1890. She hereby appoints PATRICK O’FARRELL, of Washington, D. C.,
her lawful attorney to prosecute her claim, and agrees to allow him a fee of ten dollars. Her postoffice

'c%
K B P e - S e e ey T T T e L Tt .

nddrf:s:s {as BT —er 2 - L Lz AT /7/ ; %

A S - e :
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Mary’'s pension papers

* Most interesting affidavit in the file gives
us information that Charles #1 is probably
NOT the homesteader — from William
Averill, age 64, a resident of Casnovia,
Muskegon Co., Michigan, a long-time
acquaintance of Charles and Mary
Rockwell
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How do we know Charles #1 not
the homesteader?

* The smallest acreage of land available to
homestead was 160 acres or a quarter section

* Charles Rockwell #1 had only 40 acres of land
In Michigan with a mortgage, about the same as
his holdings in New York

« A search of www.glorecords.blm.gov, patents,
lists 2 homestead entries for Charles Rockwell,
In Michigan, both under the Act of 1862, so our
homesteader had not just 160 acres allowed but
an additional homestead of 160 acres for a total
of 320 acres of land
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http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/

Printer Friendly Land Patent Results List - BLM GLO Records

You searched on: State=MICHIGAN, First Name=charles, Last Name=rockwell

Patentee Name
ROCKWELL, CHARLES
ROCKWELL, CHARLES

ROCKWELL, CHARLES A
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W
ROCKWELL. CHARLES W

Session 8

State
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
Ml
Ml
MI
MI
MI
MI
MI
Ml
M1
Ml
MI

County/
Parish

Manistee
Mason
Ottawa
Berrien
Berrien
Berrien
Berrien
Hillsdale
Hillsdale
Barry

St Joseph
Kalamazoo
St Joseph
Berrien

St Joseph
Kalamazoo

Barry

Issue
Date

2/10/1874
11/20/1877
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
11/7/1837
8/14/1837
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839
5/1/1839

District
Land Office

Traverse City
Ionia
Bronson
Bronson
Bronson
Bronson
Bronson
Monroe
Monroe
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo
Kalamazoo

Kalamazoo

Doc.
Nr.

1475

2791

10046
10047
10048
10049
10050
12548
13183
17654
19709
19710
19711
19795
19796
19902
20813

Accession or

Serial Nr.

MI2490 451
MI3040 .057
MI1300 .398
MI1300 .399
MI1300 .400
MI1300 .401
MI1300 .402
MI1170 .029
MI1180 .147
MI1570 .187
MI1490 .137
MI1490 .138
MI1490 .139
MI1490 218
MI1490 219
MI1490 312
MI1570 .332
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Charles Rockwell #2

* The pension card for Charles Rockwell #2
lists his widow as Lucretia and service as
B56 lllinois Mechanics and Fusileers, filed
1892 with widow’s pension filed 1911 — so
we know Charles #2 was alive until about
1911

 Let’'s start again with the census — 1910
first and then backwards to 1850
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Charles Rockwell #2

 The 1910 census shows Charles
Rockwell, age 77, born Connecticut, with
wife Lucretia, age 66, living in Maple
Grove, Manistee Co. Lucretia had borne 6
children with 3 living.

* On the 1900 census, Charles’ birth is
given as Sept. 1832 and he owns his farm
free of mortgage.
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Charles Rockwell #2

* The 1890 Veterans Schedules for
Michigan show Charles G. Rockwell,
farmer in Maple Grove, enlisted Oct. 11,
1861, discharged Jan. 11, 1862, Co. B., 1%t
Michigan Fusileers — not quite In
agreement with his pension card!
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Charles Rockwell #2

« Now we know this Charles was born In
CT, we can search earlier census records.

* In 1850, there's just one Charles Rockwell
In Michigan bornin CT —age 17, living
with his parents, Charles G. (49) and Sara
(44) in Pontiac, Oakland Co., father is a

farmer.
* In 1860, Sara Is the head of the household
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Charles Rockwell #2

 The 1870 census shows Charles #2
married to Lucretia, living in Bear Lake,
Manistee Co., real estate valued at $500
and he had $150 in personal property

* By 1880, they had 3 children, confirms that
his parents were born in CT, living In
Maple Grove, Manistee Co.
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1870 Mortality Schedule

* We saw on the 1910 census, that Lucretia
and Charles had had 6 children but only 3
were living.

* On the 1870 census, they didn’t have any
children but by 1880 they had 3 listed on
the census.

* A search on Ancestry located a listing for a
Charles Rockwell in Bear Lake who died In
1869
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Charles Rockwell #2

* Again, to find complete information on this
man, other places to search would be
state census as well as the agricultural
schedules for Michigan.

* We could again order his pension file from
Washington

 And, of course, since we have the
homestead numbers from the M25 letter,
we should order the Land Entry file

Session 8 Slide 73 of 92



Land Entry Papers

* Bureau of Land Management has a database of
public land patents available on-line at
www.glorecords.blm.gov

* Only 2 listings in Michigan for Charles Rockwell
— first filed Feb. 10, 1874 at Traverse City,
#1475

 Second filed Nov. 20, 1877 at lonia #2791 — the
one we know Is the additional homestead from
M25 so both have to be the same CR

* Unlike land purchase files, homestead files can
have significantly more information in them
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Printer Friendly Land Patent Results List - BLM GLO Records

You searched on: State=MICHIGAN, First Name=charles, Last Name=rockwell

County/ Issue District Doc. Accession or

Patentee Name State Parish Date Land Office Nr. Serial Nr.

ROCKWELL, CHARLES MI Manistee 2/10/1874 Traverse City 1475 MI2490 451
ROCKWELL, CHARLES MI  Mason 11/20/1877 Ilonia 2791  MI3040_.057
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A MI  Ottawa 5/1/1839 Bronson 10046 MI1300 .398
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A MI  Berrien 5/1/1839 Bronson 10047 MI1300_.399
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A MI  Berrien 5/1/1839 Bronson 10048 MI1300_.400
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A MI  Berrien 5/1/1839 Bronson 10049 MI1300 .401
ROCKWELL, CHARLES A MI Berrien 5/1/1839 Bronson 10050 MI1300_ .402
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W  MI  Hillsdale 11/7/1837  Monroe 12548 MI1170_.029
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W MI Hillsdale 8/14/1837 Monroe 13183 MI1180 .147
ROCKWELL, CHARLESW  MI  Barry 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 17654 MI1570 .187
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W MI St Joseph 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 19709 MI1490 .137
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W MI Kalamazoo 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 19710 MI1490 .138
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W  MI  StJoseph 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 19711 MI1490 .139
ROCKWELL, CHARLESW  MI  Berrien 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 19795 MI1490 .218
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W  MI  StJoseph 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 19796 MI1490 .219
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W  MI  Kalamazoo 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 19902 MI1490 .312
ROCKWELL, CHARLES W MI Barry 5/1/1839 Kalamazoo 20813 MES70 - .332
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d=inter Friendly Land Patent Details - BLM GLO Records Pag

Accession/Serial #: MI3040 .057 BLM Serial #: MINO S/N

Names Surve
Patentee: CHARLES ROCKWELL State: MICHIGAN
Acres: 80
Metes/Bounds: No
Title Transfer Document Numbers
Issue Date: 11/20/1877 Document Nr.: 2791
Land Office: lonia Misc. Doc. Nr.: 6999
Cancelled: No Accession/Serial Nr.: MI3040 .057
U.S. Reservations: No BLM Serial Nr.. MINO S/N

Mineral Reservations: No
Authority: May 20, 1862: Homestead EntryOriginal (12 Stat. 392)

Aliquot Sec./ Fract. Survey
Parts Block Township Range Section Meridian State Counties Nr.

Ev.NW - 21/ 18-N 16-W  No Michigan-Toledo Strip  MI Mason
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Accession/Serial #: MI2490 .451 BLM Serial #: MINO S/N

Names Surve
Patentee: CHARLES ROCKWELL State: MICHIGAN
Acres: 87.53
Metes/Bounds: No

Title Transfer Document Numbers

Issue Date: 2/10/1874 Document Nr.: 1475

Land Office: Traverse City Misc. Doc. Nr.: 2052
Cancelled: No Accession/Serial Nr.: M12490 451
U.S. Reservations: No BLM Serial Nr.. MINO S/N

Mineral Reservations: No
Authority: May 20, 1862: Homestead EntryOriginal (12 Stat. 392)

Aliquot  Sec./ Fract. Survey
Parts Block Township Range Section Meridian State Counties  Nr.

W/%NW 7/ 23-N 14-W  Yes Michigan-Toledo Strip ~ MI Manistee
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Land Entry File

 Homestead Entry file #2791, gives CR title
of the east half of northwest quarter,
section 21 in township 18N, range 16W

 Affidavit in the file from the War Dept.
acknowledges CR enrolled on Oct. 11,
1861 at Pontiac, MI, in Co. B. of the
Mechanics and Fusileers, 56" Regt. Of the
IL Volunteers for 3 years

Session 8 Slide 80 of 92



Lav Tepacitnent,

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
2}’?}.1)._//4};;;{2:”, a7 @%&z@zu e % /577,9« ;

F Srzrwe Zfbe Sorcs Zo af/}w%zégg/fzg 7 -?fcz’ylé{ a,/ # pred servs 9/ 7z

= e 2 S o 725
/ / 5 F 471/54 22727 %
"’%&/&'ﬁzg&/ 9/ :%Jﬂ!&'/ W W g 3
% / ot %/72 (;z aéﬁ/.z/{a// fizg e cldzerncd / Gorre e / / s o !‘la}/
///45'& e cr destbecs ﬂ//% /JZ revatte ¢z 474,,4 22 /aﬂz ﬁ/y//z/g//

7 / /«é/a'éd /aﬁz e (ntts v / gz FAes @//écg, Zfoer? __%M/_&A.
M /\{7% etz S e;zfa// 4/ oz e ol

_W 22222728 7/ MM’A—: Gty rsticss, Za

deiee 3 //ﬂéf oé 4@2&7 e it ﬂﬁ/ swretateien’ cnda soterss 2o

@ %WM&_ orz Ffhe = F /%%M@ay_, PE o
e ‘/ﬁ/&o Mf% , g7z G ﬂ 4 M«q (7 /zﬁzgﬁ/

9/ 2t @/ééﬂzz’g/éd o Jodeis ... 3 /€(ZZJ, o ,aéwy e
ecc2d. Cpe o L/Z%(d/g/ .;/f;%a// ?/ G /:3_ /f/ Sz T ///z)w&/?/ /44—#4;-

W gl ,l? P A8 - it L AL, Ao oo 4/4:74/5/
ot @WW . e,
S . TR

Sllde 81 of 92

Session 8



Land Entry File, cont.

* Discharged Jan. 28, 1862 at Camp
Douglas, Chicago, IL, from Co. B, 15t Reqt
of Mechanics and Fusileers

* Includes personal information that Charles
was born in Fairfield, CT, age 29 at the
time of enlistment in 1861, five’ 107 tall,
fresh complexion, blue eyes, brown hair

Session 8 Slide 82 of 92



S e alt PWhom it mag_ @uuqqqn t—_

RNOW YE, 77tat é% Mé/a / .// S e - i
Wﬁa/ of \Captain %“4,,1,? <§ QZ%: - P/
Cormparntf, { s, Z Q? 50 /f/q Regirnvernt of %‘?z— / %—?—4 B
-J-—e!-f—hibff*r*r‘*; N'f"/“i};’ s (‘.n%f; S S R N //:-’;/ ey of €€ - /f/'—ﬂ?ﬁ_ >

AN // Rase 7751 <—€ ‘;/{/_; e W to .s'(..)r'v(’ﬁ’r /7;4]/ e~ HOATs, e

SCHARGED fFfrom: the service of the Urnited States tlis
4':?\%4( i e S = ?/( < F e ?f— <~ f/a < (/o/('( ('g,}/,/ ./O//j/,
by m’/‘;’o/ ///:/ “\5 = /v é’r,' ?//A/ — -
/1'-‘1 ////s/r*r/ is fureoter. 1o ¢Xtstr.) : - il

3 7 , N o r 7 b é . .
% P'\\\f v e Dw £ / coces borre ire ‘)z/( D L LEooe T %o
N B

.z:y vt Jeeerec

r s
v £ /» SR (/ s // e / (e Ors ()/'u r:‘(' e a Sfeet
’ preches high ,c T 4,'()1111/)/,(',.\'/'01*1' 7 = eyes
e Dl : 2
Pl S P e LUK, cereel Dy ocerd /)(I tiorie u: heere ery r)//( 20l - ,”/'r"/,/f /z‘ Tor >
7 e B
LYV e, /é// ///—O < /(/‘a Pl //u.s //’/ F e // ‘ «////z ey of
CE e = o 186 =2

o2 e £ o} 4 . 9 < B ~ 7
. £ Y P / =
§ /(,z//: ;,/”)/2’2/ B e S %xm/~ Z. —

¢ *rhir rentence will be erasced should there be anything 2 7
in the conduct or phy=ical condition of the soldur%— ) g S
rendering him unfit for the army s y 1 s ED
. omwa. W > O errec /vf,
[A. G. O. No. 90.] : / o ;N#u414-4uj—4—/+a—4rr77’
state of /v G / \
State (o o Frrrt e
> S,
CONTmY OF/// (et ozt }
/-}j (Bt e’ p u)////*f//;/ /;741\( C'lerk of the (Crrrecces” Cowrt, vre aaecl for

seeicd Coveretyy do leer ('/)// cgr tifuy f]l(lf thcet the foregoing is a true o 100l correct coply of the origireal
S IIiSchalrse s of- 4?//%& f/,, //(M// late a._. & /f}%\ > &

7

of - Clornreparel) (... /‘i/ i /’L% _regimrerit of // /szrz( —
s e SUIILe cppecisrs (o o CONVEIATTSOT this cleeyy mrade Dy mee.
it ipgss nery Fecsecd arnd Seal of said O our t, this /?%
ey g Wg» 5 SO N oo e

: e AT S e
Session 8 Slide 83 of 92



Which Is the right Charles
Rockwell?

 Let's look at the information we’ve
collected on CR#2 to see If he Is the
homesteader —

 Homesteader born in CT — 1850-1910
census, CR#2 iIs the only Charles
Rockwell living iIn Ml bornin CT

« Served in the 56 IL Mechanics — CR#2,
according to his pension card, served In
the 56" IL Mechanics

Session 8 Slide 84 of 92



What do we know about CR#27?

« Bornin Fairfield, Connecticut

« Born September 1832

« 510" tall, fresh complexion, blue eyes, brown hair

* Married Lucretia ?

« Parents Charles G. and Sara?

« Both parents born in Connecticut

« Had 6 children, 3 died young

« Served in 56" IL Volunteers, Co. B, Mechanics

« Enlisted Oct. 11, 1861 at Pontiac, Ml

« Discharged Jan. 28, 1862 at Camp Douglas, Chicago, IL
« Farmer

* Injured in the Civil War and filed for a pension

« Widow also received a pension

* Moved to Michigan before 1850, lived first in Pontiac, homesteaded in Maple Grove
 Died between May 15, 1910 and Oct. 6, 1911

« Did not have a Civil War gravestone
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Homesteader

» Just to be absolutely sure that CR#2 is our
homesteader, let’s look at a map and
make sure that the location given in the
homestead file is iIn Maple Grove,
Manistee Co.
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Homestead

* We see from the map that Manistee Co.’s
western border is Lake Michigan.

* Going east from Lake Michigan are Onekama,
Bear Creek and then Maple Grove

« Plat map for Township 23-N shows it to border
_ake Michigan and shows Portage Lake in the
pottom left quadrant

« Atlas shows Portage Lake right next to
Onekama
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Township Atlas of the United
States, Vol. 1
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Conclusions

e S0 CR#2 was the homesteader!

* If we wanted to continue researching
CR#2, what would be our next steps?

— History of Fairfield, CT

— Rockwell genealogies, Barbour Collection (CT
vital recods)

— CT State Archives

— Michigan state census from LDS and 1850-
1880 agricultural schedules as well as his
pension file

Session 8 Slide 90 of 92



Questions?

Jean Nudd, Archivist
NARA Boston
380 Trapelo Road
Waltham, MA 02452
jean.nudd@nara.gov
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