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U.S. Department of Homeland Security
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The Automated Biometric Identification System (IDENT) i1s a Department of Homeland Security (DHS)-wide system for the storage and processing
of biometric and imited biographic information for DHS national security, law enforcement, immugration, intelhgence, and other DHS mission-related
functions, and to provide associated testing, training, management reporting, planning and analysis, or other administrative uses

Automated Biometric ldentification System (IDENT)

Since that time, the INS, as well as numerous other organizations, were subsumed and reorganized into DHS This change has meant that the
intended use of IDENT has expanded beyond that for which it was initially designed Today, IDENT is the primary DHS-wide system for the
biometric enroliment and verification of individuals encountered in DHS mission-related processes

‘ IDENT was oniginally developed in 1994 as a biometrics collection and processing system for the Immugration and Naturalization Service (INS)

Enumeration services, a new service offering from IDENT, generates a unique personal identifier, known as an enumerator, for each individual from
whom ten fingerprints and minimal biographic data have been collected The enumerator Is intended to uniquely identify an individual across the
entire iImmigration and border management environment, but it i1s not intended to be used beyond that environment The enumerator can then be
utilized by IDENT user agencies n the process of venfying an identity and for inking additional immugration and border management documents

IDENT was originaily scheduled under Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (disposition N1-563-04-2) as part of the Enforcement
Integrated Database (EID)

@Master File / Data:

IDENT maintains biometric, biographic and encounter related data for
operations/production, testing, and training environments

' pE é?;ng?;r‘;chgata Includes but s not mited to fingerprints and TEMPORARY Cut off files at the end of the calendar year in

Disposition:

* Biographical data includes but 1s not hmited to name, date of birth, which the data 1s entered Destroy or delete record 75 years
nationality, and other personal descriptive data after cutoff, or when no longer needed for legal or business
+ Encounter data provides the context of the interaction with an purposes, whichever is later

individual including but not imited to location, document type and

numbers, and general purpose of information collected

» Test data may be real or simulated biometric, biographic, and/or

encounter related data
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